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ERST-PHIL-SAFS-3302H-A: Animals and Society
2026WI - Peterborough Campus

Instructor:

Instructor: Benjamin Kapron
Email Address: bkapron@trentu.ca

Office: ESB (Environmental Science Building) A151
Office Hours: Fridays, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm (TBC) or by appointment.

Meeting Times:

Lectures
Fridays, 9:00-10:50 am, OCA (Otonabee College) 208

Seminars

WOL1 - Fridays, 12:00-12:50 pm, OCA 104
W02 - Fridays, 1:00-1:50 pm, OCA 104
W03 - Fridays, 4:00-4:50 pm, OCA 104
W04 - Fridays, 3:00-3:50 pm, OCA 104
WO5 - Fridays, 2:00-2:50 pm, OCA 104

*Note: In case of inclement weather, instructors may opt to hold synchronous remote lectures or seminars via Zoom, in lieu of in-person lectures
or seminars. Students are expected to check their emails and the course Blackboard page for updates. At the start of the semester, we will
collectively decide on a deadline for the instructors to make decisions, each week, regarding whether or not the lecture and seminars will proceed
in-person. If no details have been posted by this deadline, you are to assume that the lecture and seminars are happening in-person as usual.

Co-instructors and Teaching Assistants:

Department:

Description:

An introduction to animal studies. Topics considered include the constructed divide between humans and non-human animals, societies’ use of
animals--for food, clothing, entertainment, companionship, research--and the implications of these relationships. The course also discusses
animal rights, animal protection, and posthumanist perspectives.

Prerequisite: 1.0 ERST and/or PHIL credit at the 2000 level or beyond.

Land Acknowledgement: This course is being held on the Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg territory of Nogojiwanong, “the place at the foot of the
rapids.” This Land is subject to the 1818 Rice Lake Purchase, also known as Treaty 20, and the 1923 Williams Treaties.
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As we gather to study human-animal relations, let us be mindful of the ways that settler colonialism has disrupted Indigenous Nations’
relationships with their other-than-human relations, including the particular injustices of the Williams Treaties; recognize and acknowledge that
many posthumanist and related theories and concepts find their origins in Indigenous understandings and are indebted to Indigenous knowledge;
and (re)commit ourselves to dismantling settler colonialism, and supporting Indigenous sovereignty, rematriation, and caretaking of these and all
Lands facing ongoing colonization.

Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

o Critically address historic and philosophical tendencies that separate humans from non-human animals, and how these tendencies are
linked to other forms of systemic oppression.

« |dentify different means of attending to how non-human animals tend to be treated in dominant Western society, including animal welfare,
animal rights, and animal liberation approaches.

¢ Recognize the multitudinous roles and relationships that non-human animals hold in human societies, and critically interrogate the ethical
implications of these roles and relationships.

o Critically reflect on their own relationships with non-human animals, and the beliefs, assumptions, biases, etc. that influence these
relationships.

Texts:

No textbooks are required for this course.

Readings:

All readings will be accessible via Blackboard. See “Schedule” below for list of readings for each class.
You are expected to complete the required readings prior to our weekly meetings.

*Note: Readings discuss violence against animals and, in some cases, humans. Students are allowed to opt out of reading any sections of the
assigned readings that they may find triggering.

Assessments, Assignments and Tests:

Seminar Participation (15%)

Participation grades will be earned by regularly attending seminar meetings, actively engaging in seminar activities and discussions, and
completing readings, tasks, and assignments outside of the classroom that are required for satisfactory participation in seminar activities and
discussions.

Animal Relationships Journal (15% total; 10 submissions; 1.5% per submission)
Due every Thursday, at 11:59 pm, starting in Week 2 of the course (Jan. 15) and ending in Week 11 (March 26).

Each week, students are tasked with spending intentional time with non-human animals in their lives and with creating some form of reflection
based on their interactions. The purpose of this activity is to encourage students to think about their own relationships with non-human animals,
in conversation with the course materials.

Students may, for instance, choose to find a specific place that they visit and return to for each of their journals—perhaps a backyard, park, or even
a corner of your apartment where a spider lives—and see what animals also visit that place (and if there are weeks when no animals visit, that can
be part of the journaling). Or, students may choose to spend time with an individual animal, such as visiting an animal at Riverview Park and Zoo. |
ask that your journals do not focus on your own pets, as you may come to the assignment with too many presumptions about these animals given
your pre-existing relationships with them. However, you are welcome to spend time with, for instance, a friend's pet if you do not have a prior
relationship with the animal.

The medium of students’ “journals” is open-ended. For example, students might choose to write a personal reflection or poem based on their
interactions with an animal; to paint, sketch, draw, or otherwise ‘journal’ via a visual medium; or record an audio and/or video reflection. Students
are not required to use the same medium for all of their entries—feel free to write a reflection for one, a poem for another, and paint for another,
for example. Submissions must be your own original work (do not submit images or poetry that you find online, for example). Written reflections
do not need to be long—a half page of writing is plenty.

Journals do not need to engage directly with course content—you are spending time reflecting on your relationships with animals; you are not

summarizing the course readings; you do not need to cite course content. Although, | encourage you to keep the course content (and your own
thoughts regarding the course content) in mind when spending time with the animals and completing your journals

Journals will be graded largely as complete or incomplete. | will read/look at/listen to your journal submissions to ensure that you are completing
the assignment, but | will not be grading the content of your journal entries; so | encourage you to submit work outside of your comfort zone (i.e.
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Students in this class should be aware that classroom activities (lecture, seminars, labs, etc.) may be recorded for teaching and learning purposes.
Any students with concerns about being recorded in a classroom context should speak with their professor. If a student shares or distributes
course content in any way that breaches copyright legislation, privacy legislation, and/or this policy, the student will be subject to disciplinary
actions under the relevant Academic Integrity Policy, the Charter of Student Rights & Responsibilities, or the Policy on the Protection of Personal
Information, at a minimum, and may be subject to legal consequences that are outside of the responsibility of the university.

Student Absenteeism, Missed Tests and Examinations

Students are responsible for completing all course requirements, including attending classes and meeting assignment deadlines as specified on
their syllabus.

Adjustments and deferrals to dates for participation, assignment submissions, tests, midterms and final examinations are not automatic. It is the
student'’s responsibility to email their instructor immediately if they are unable to fulfill academic requirements.

Courses delivered remotely may involve student participation in scheduled (synchronous) classes via web-based platforms, such as Zoom.
Students unable to participate (i.e., by video and/or audio) should email their instructors to request alternative arrangements for participation in
these scheduled (synchronous) classes.

Students are required to be available for all tests, midterms and exams that are listed in their course syllabus and scheduled by their instructor or
the Office of the Registrar. Depending on their program, the instructor or the chair/director may decide on alternative arrangements for exams
and tests. Normally a doctor’s note or supporting documentation is not required; however, when a student’s success in the course or program is
in jeopardy as determined by the instructor or chair/director, documentation may be requested.

Specific SAS accommodations can be implemented for students registered with Student Accessibility Services (SAS), but it is the responsibility of
the student to make these arrangements in advance as per SAS guidelines, and to discuss accommodations of due dates with their instructors.

Students can notify the Office of the Registrar of their wish to observe cultural or religious holidays during scheduled examination periods by the
deadline set in the Academic Calendar. Personal travel plans are not acceptable reasons for missing tests or exams.
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